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Mosquito spraying begins Sunday

Mosquito spraying will begin in Jonesboro on Sunday and continue at least through August.
Jim Stark of Vector Disease Control said areas with the worst infestations will be given priority.
“This time of year, it’s usually the north Jonesboro area,” Stark said. “Later in the spring and summer, that will switch to south Jonesboro, mainly due to rice irrigation.”
Eight aerial sprays will begin in late June, running weekly through August.
Stark said the West Nile and Zika viruses are a major concern. “New information comes in almost every day on Zika,” he said. “The easiest way to treat this will be public education and awareness.
“Inspections of artificial containers will be ongoing throughout the season, where the adult Asian Tigers are found.”
While the Zika virus has been brought to Arkansas by those traveling outside the United State, no locally-acquired cases have been reported in the state or nation.
Mayor Harold Perrin said he will keep residents informed of any changes in the status of viruses in northeastern Arkansas and advised the public to take the usual preventive measures: wear skin-covering clothes even in the summer, especially in the twilight hours and after dark, and use a mosquito repellant or spray of some kind.
Also, using screens on windows and doors, repairing holes in screens, and using air conditioning helps keep mosquitos out of your home, according to the Center for Disease Control.
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